
 

 
Agenda 

Village of Glen Ellyn 
Environmental Commission Meeting 

Tuesday, September 16, 2025 
7:00 PM 

Glen Ellyn Civic Center, Room 306 
 
 

Village of Glen Ellyn 

Members of the public are welcome to speak to any item not specifically listed on tonight's Agenda.  For those items 
which are on tonight's Agenda, the public will have the opportunity to comment at the time the item is discussed. 
Individuals wishing to address the Commission shall exercise proper decorum and respect for the proceedings and the 
business of the Environmental Commission, and shall refrain from abusive demeanor and language.  Commissioners 
are not obligated to respond to questions.   
 
A. Call to Order 
B. Public Comment 
C. Approval of Minutes 
  1) Environmental Commission June 17 and August 19, 2025 Meeting Mintues 
D. Reports 
  1) Park District Liaison 
  2) Trustee Liaison Report 
  3) Staff Liaison Report 
  4) Chair Report 
E. Old Business 
  1) Strategic Planning Prioriities 
F. New Business 
  1) Environmental Impacts of Pesticides 
  2) Review of Building Permit Process 
  3) Review of Tree Preservation Enforcement 
  4) Governence 
G. Adjourn 
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ENVIRONMENTAL COMMISSION 

 MINUTES 

June 17, 2025 

Board or 
Commission: 

Environmental 
 

Date: June 17, 2025 

Meeting: Regular Called to  
Order: 

         7:05 p.m. 
 

Quorum: Yes Adjourned:          9:10 p.m. 
 

 

MEMBER ATTENDANCE:        Present/Absent 

Christy Truitt Chair Present 
Jeff Abeln Commissioner Absent 
Jacquelyn Casazza Commissioner Absent 
John Day Commissioner Present 
Chris English Commissioner Present 
Mark Frigo Commissioner Present 
Barbara Kwiatkowsky Commissioner Present 
   
Maggie Frigo Student Commissioner Present 
   
   
   
   
Also Present:   
Kristina Christie Public Works Management Analyst  
   
   
   
PUBLIC   
Monica Miller Commissioner Candidate  
   
   
   
   
   

  

I. CALL TO ORDER 
 
The June 17, 2025 regular meeting of the Environmental Commission was called to order by 
Chair Truitt at 7:05 PM at Glen Ellyn Civic Center.      
 

II. PUBLIC PARTICIPATION – 
• Monica Miller was in attendance as she is about to become a commissioner. 

Anticipating her appointment at Village Board meeting later this month. 
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• Jill Paulus submitted written commentary on the Glenbard West Plan to remove 

oaks on hill for construction project. 
o Included is a letter with a short summary of the May 22 Plan Commission 

meeting on Glen Bard West expansion. A Board Member asked about the 
Environmental Commission response. My notes are in this letter I actually 
sent to the Preservation Committee first: 

o To Whom it May Concern, 
I am Jill Paulus and am one of a few residents attending the meeting to 
authorize the Approval to go ahead with the GBW Expansion. Mainly, 
school representatives sat in the public space. The meeting was tabled 
due to concerns: 1) Commissioner Broman-Brown was concerned with 
traffic and parking. I do know that students already have allocated 
parking spaces on Lenox on the west side of Lake Ellyn, so this is clearly 
an issue. 2)Enrollment projections - At this time, North is losing students 
and I think East and South, if I understood correctly are stable, as is our 
West. The matter of the addition 10 years ago was brought up with regard 
to 3) Hardship or necessity. In this point, the need for a Community Area 
in the school was brought up, as it is a major the reason for such an 
expansive addition. 4)Lighting was a main concern for Commissioner 
Kreuzer(sp). The building will be at the sidewalk on the west side, and the 
wall is glass because a 3 or 4-level staircase is within. Lights are on 24/7. 
I think the Commissioner Wyatt (as I remember the name) was most 
concerned for the impact on the community and the environment. He 
voted to deny as did Dawson. Dawson pointed out the R2 zoning requires 
more open space, but the legal counsel said R2 Zoning does not apply to 
schools and it seems, there are no restrictions to covering open land with 
structure for GBW. Kreuzer also was concerned (He mentioned the loss of 
the many old trees and that even though on the east side [in the Zarovsky 
botanical preserve] two were saved, they are dying now, but he finally 
voted to approve plans, as did the others except the two aforementioned. 
The person who explained the development was asked by a commissioner 
whether or not the Environmental Commission weighed in. I only asked 
one question as a member of the public, because the answer was not 
clear to me on the Environmental Commission response. I am still not 
sure, but it seems the Environmental Commission only said they had no 
need for additional reports or information as to the project. No answer 
was made as to their actual stance… perhaps they had no reservations. 
After the discussion was closed, Chairperson Loftus allowed me to 
comment before I left. Because the representative of the project said the 
Public saw the GlenBard West Expansion Proposal at their voting place 
for the referendum, I had to say I did not, and was only informed of a Vote 
for or against the High Schools in the GlenBard system getting money. I 
told them I was unaware of expansion of GBW until about a week ago. I 
said this, because a lengthy conversation was held within the board after 
the public meeting, but during their discussion as they decided. So, I do 
feel many citizens are unaware that the hill behind the school will become 
the school building. The architects said they changed the angle of the 
building to lose only 18 trees. But as I said, Commissioner Kreuzer said 

Page 3 of 19



Environmental Commission 
June 17, 2025 

3 

 
those saved 10 years ago in prior addition are dying now. Mostly, 
commissioners said Lake Ellyn is the Jewel of Glen Ellyn. I wonder if 
students need an indoor common area more than they need a beautiful 
northwest hill with hundred-year oaks… anyway, there will be another 
meeting June 26, 2025. I hope more people will attend. Some students, 
and perhaps others, had other solutions for an addition. One of these was 
a bridge to the gym across the street, which could then accommodate 
classrooms on a second level. 
Jill Paulus 
jillann123@comcast.net 

o Thank you for any effort to change the plan. I believe it was Commissioner 
Christina Morrison who weighed in to ask if there were alternative plans. 
Others were also concerned about an addition ten years ago, which I 
myself was opposed to, as was Dr. Wilhelm, Brook McDonald of the 
Conservation Foundation and the person who made St. James Forest 
Preserve possible. Also of note, a spokesperson from the Tree Group of 
Morton Arboretum. They wrote letters, as did many 
science/environmental folk, who also attended meetings. We were told no 
alternative placement for an addition was feasible. I believed then and 
now a bridge to the gymnasium on the West is not only possible, but a 
possibly a plan for a future addition after the proposed addition removing 
the Hill today is complete. It makes sense. If you want to do something for 
the kids that would not only be an expansion, it would be a means to stay 
indoors while crossing over to the gym on the west. . I am sending the 
Plan Commission a comment as such, and further, that the 
administration building could be removed and folded into a large and 
attractive space, while allowing the parklike setting of GBW to enhance 
our community, and save our oaks, which as you know, are host to 460 
birds and insects. Our Oaks are the keystone species in Illinois. Last, the 
Plan Commission, especially Laura Bormann-Brown emphasized doing 
the will of the Glen Ellyn Community. Low attendance and only one 
comment sent in meant the Board had to make a decision without input. 
Sincerely, Jill Paulus 
 

III. ANNOUNCEMENTS 
• None. 

 
IV. APPROVAL OF MINUTES FROM MAY 5 and 20, 2025 MEETINGS –  

• Commissioner Frigo motions and Commissioner Day seconds the motion to 
approve the special May 5, 2025 minutes with modifications. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

MOVE TO APPROVE THE MINUTES FROM 5/5/25 

RESULT:  Motion unanimously carried

MOVER:  Commissioner Frigo

SECONDER:  Commissioner Day 

AYES: #  5
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• Commissioner Frigo requested modifications to the May 20, 2025 meeting 
regarding his opinion to keep numeric goals in the sustainability plan.  

• Commissioner Kwiatkowsky motions and Commissioner Frigo seconds the motion 
to approve the May 20, 2025 minutes with modifications. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

V. TRUSTEE LIAISON REPORT –  
• No update. 

 
VI. STAFF LIAISON REPORT –  

• No update. 
 

VII. PARK DISTRICT LIAISON’S REPORT –  
• Chris Gutmann could not attend meeting, but sent a written update: 

o Popular nature camps for children began last week.  They will run 
through the first week of August at Churchill Park. 

o Constuction began on a new accessible trail at Ackerman Woods. 
o We reinvigorated the pollinator garden at Maryknoll Park with new native 

plantings. 
o Staff rescued a Canada goose gosling at Lake Ellyn that was injured from 

both legs being tangled in littered fishing line.  Litter from anglers is 
increasingly becoming a problem. 

o Staff conducted two rounds of physical algae removal at Lake Ellyn, and a 
contractor will be onsite on Friday to conduct a more thorough removal. 
Short-term, the removals will set back algae growth only briefly, hopefully 
long enough to improve aesthetics for upcoming summer events.  Long-
term, we believe annual physical removal will help remove nutrients from 
the water.  This, combined with other management practices, should 
gradually reduce the magnitude of algae blooms in the lake each year.  
The current bloom is filamentous and not hazardous.  Hazardous algae 
blooms are from cyanobacteria, which me monitor for. 
 

VIII. CHAIR REPORT 
• June Meeting Focus 

o July Events 
• July 19 TCF Yard Tour (2 sites in GE) - discuss promotion. 
• July 26 Summer Recycling Mini – Commissioner Kwiatkowsky has 

confirmed COD site and is securing vendors; possible vote on budget 
use. 

MOVE TO APPROVE THE MINUTES FROM 5/20/25 WITH MODIFICATIONS AS NOTED

RESULT:  Motion unanimously carried

MOVER:  Commissioner Kwiatkowsky

SECONDER:  Commissioner Frigo 

AYES: #  5
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• July 26 Compost Giveback at Village Green – Commissioner Casazza 

coordinated with GEPD. 
o Next steps for the Sustainability Assessment - begin Action Planning in 

"Health and Safety" Category (see further notes below). 
• Updates since May meeting 

o Volunteer Park - a Sustainable Garden Showcase. 
• On June 2nd and 3rd, Volunteer Park was transformed into a native 

garden showcase, designed by Glen Ellyn resident and certified 
sustainable horticulturalist Mary Colby (Grandview Green), in 
consultation with The Conservation Foundation (Jim Kleinwachter 
and Beth Peluse). 

• 400sf of the garden will be turf grass for local dogs - and a new 
sustainable grass seed will be piloted there.  The Conservation 
Foundation recommended Pearl's Premium, a long-rooted grass 
which is drought-tolerant and needs mowing only monthly. 

• Glen Ellyn's Arbor Day Oak Tree was also planted at Volunteer Park 
- celebration date to be set in conjunction with TCF site certification. 

• New Commissioner Recommended 
o Monica Miller has been recommended for appointment to the 

Environmental Commission; we are anticipating her appointment at a 
June Board Meeting. 

• Sustainability Baseline Workshop with PaleBlueDot 
o June 3rd workshop with PaleBlueDot on goals from the Sustainability 

Assessment. Commissioner Kwiatkowsky has provided additional notes 
later in these minutes. 

o While it may be 6-12 months to engage with a consultant for Phase 2: 
Action Planning, the EC can begin internal Action Planning across the 6 
major categories, month-by-month: 

• June - Health & Safety 
• August - Water and Wastewater 
• September - Waste Management 
• October - Greenspace and Ecosystems 
• November - Buildings and Energy 
• January - Transportation and Land Use 

• Please consider recommendations for Actions in the area of Health and Safety - 
bring to June meeting or send in advance. 

o This is not intended to replace strategic planning with other groups but to 
enable the EC to compile initial suggestions as input to strategic 
planning. 

o This is picking up on Commissioner Day's recommendation to explore one 
category monthly for deeper discussion.  

o We can begin here and then offer more time for categories warranting 
further research.   

• Health and Safety goals, as proposed by PaleBlueDot: 
o HS 1: Assist the Village's climate vulnerable population in preparing for 

and mitigating climate change impacts (prioritized based on elevated risk 
sensitivities as outlined in the Village’s Climate Vulnerability Assessment). 

o HS 2: Increase resilience of Villagewide buildings, infrastructure, mission 
critical, emergency services and health care facilities to potential impacts 
of climate change. 
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o HS 3: Educate, engage, and empower the public on health and safety 

risks of climate change impacts. 
o Note that many items can be copied from this Regional Climate Action 

Plan (see pages 97-103) - or this summary of Adaptation action items. 
• Chair Truitt also appreciates that this document visibly clarifies the Municipal role 

as Leading, Encouraging, or Enacting - using similar designations may help in 
gaining Village support for future goals. 

• Yesterday afternoon, Commissioner Kwiatkowsky and Chair Truitt participated in 
the workshop on the Sustainability Baseline Assessment -  

o Led by consultant Ted Redmond of PaleBlueDot. 
o coordinated by Kristina Christie. 
o Also participating were Trustees Donna Jean Simon and Sonia 

Bhagwakar, Assistant Village Manager Sabrina Irizarry, and a 
representative from Community Development. 

o Phase 1 - Baseline Assessment 
• PaleBlueDot now has sufficient input to finalize the "Phase 1" 

Baseline Assessment document - targeted for July. 
• The goals in the document will be considered "draft" with the intent 

to agree on refined goals at the end of "Phase 2" Action Planning.   
o Phase 2 - Action Planning 

• As an outcome of the workshop, Trustee Simon will make 
the recommendation to move forward with "Phase 2" Action Planning 
- as a component of the Board of Trustees' Strategic Planning 
work.   This is an encouraging step which invites Trustees and Staff 
leadership to collaborate in development of the Sustainability action 
plans over the next 6-12 months.  

• While engaging a consultant to assist with Phase 2 is not confirmed, 
PaleBlueDot provided an estimated cost for engaging a consultant in 
"Phase 2" ($30,000) and while taking this step would require an RFP 
process and 2026 budget, there may be an opportunity to explore a 
path forward that could use a small amount of 2025 budget in 
October/November (TBD). 

• As a Commission, we can take steps to begin this action planning at 
our meetings, as input to future work with the other groups. 

 
IX. NEW BUSINESS TOPICS 

• Given Jill Paulus’ commentary, Kristina will see if Glenbard West has started the 
permitting process.  

o Would like to review and verify plan. 
o Need tree protection with oversight from Village Forester or tree company 

like Bartlett. 
o Need commitment from Glenward West that every tree lost get planted 

elsewhere. 
• Village to make proclamation on EC’s 50th anniversary on July 28. 
• August 19 is next meeting.  
• Kristina highlighted Recycle Coach app, which will go live in July. 
• Groot action item: Can we make sure that recycling stickers are on bins. 
• Commissioner Frigo to talk to a resident about Floating Solar. Chair Truitt to 

provide contact information. 
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• July recycling mini.  

o Commissioner Kwiatkowsky provided details on upcoming event.  
o We are in 60 day permit window. 
o Textile companies were not interested. 
o If we can get three vendors, go forward with the event.  
o Next recycling mini will be November. 

• Commissioner Kwiatkowsky’s update from the Sustainability Workshop 
(complementing Chair update): 

o Attendees were: EC Chair Truitt, Kristina, Sabrina, Trustee Simon, 
Trustee Bhagwakar and a woman from Community Relations (didn’t catch 
name). 

o There was some explanation at the beginning by Ted as to the process.  
Some questions from the attendees, Chair Truitt had many questions 
about clarification of this goal, that data point, etc.  Trustees had 
comments about how much it will cost.   Trustee Simon also shared that 
the Village will be developing its 5-year strategic plan this July/August, 
and it would be good for the sustainability to be included.  The strategic 
plan is developed every 5 years, reviewed quarterly and the staff has to 
roll it up into their department plans.  Budget planning will be 
concurrent. 

o The goals, per sector, were posted around the room.  We had post its and 
we were to write comments ( like goal, don’t like, goal too high, goal not 
needed, etc.) and post under each goal.  Then a dot to post to indicate 
priority.   Trustees were questioning cost or deeming the goal as “enable” 
and Chair Truitt’s comments indicated she did not agree with many of the 
goals and/or questioned the percentage on the goal.  Copies of the 8 
boards attached. 

o Consensus: paleBLUEdot will write the baseline plan without the 
percentage, but the percentage of the goal will be in parenthesis.  Then 
when action plan is developed, and satisfactory data is provided to 
substantiate the goal (based on the baseline) the percentage will be 
written into the final document. 

o Trustee Simon will advocate for adding a sustainability sector to the 
strategic plan.    The sustainability plan would not have any action items 
and not even sure we can get the goals finished.  It may just state to 
proceed from phase 1 to phase 2.  Ted can’t start on the final report until 
early July.   Ted estimated the fee for phase 2 would be $30K, which 
Trustee Simon will include into the budgeting process.  We may have 
money to start the action plan this year, and finish next year. 

 
X. Next Meeting & Adjournment 

A. The next EC meeting – August 19, 2025  
 

B. Commissioner Frigo motions and Commissioner Day seconds the motion to 
adjourn the meeting.  The meeting adjourned at 9:10 pm.   
 

Submitted by Mark Frigo, Commissioner 
Reviewed by Staff Liaison Hubsky 
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ENVIRONMENTAL COMMISSION 

 MINUTES 

June 17, 2025 

Board or 
Commission: 

Environmental 
 

Date: August 19, 2025 

Meeting: Regular Called to  
Order: 

         7:10 p.m. 
 

Quorum: Yes Adjourned:          8:59 p.m. 
 

 

MEMBER ATTENDANCE:        Present/Absent 

Christy Truitt Chair Present 
Jeff Abeln Commissioner Absent 
Jacquelyn Casazza Commissioner Present 
John Day Commissioner Absent 
Chris English Commissioner Present 
Mark Frigo Commissioner Present 
Barbara Kwiatkowsky Commissioner Present 
Monica Miller Commissioner Present 
Maggie Frigo Student Commissioner Present 
   
   
   
   
Also Present:   
Max Brown Public Works Forestry Superintendent  
Sonia Desai Bhagwakar Trustee Liaison  
   
   
PUBLIC   
Monica Miller Commissioner Candidate  
   
   
   
   
   

  

I. CALL TO ORDER 
 
The August 19, 2025 regular meeting of the Environmental Commission was called to order 
by Chair Truitt at 7:10 PM at Glen Ellyn Civic Center.      
 

II. PUBLIC PARTICIPATION – 
Jill Paulus, resident of school district and park district, lives right behind Hadley.  
Comments are in regards to the upcoming project at Glenbard West.  Unaware of the 
referendum and project on the school.  Upon realization there would be a large 
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addition, she attended the May and June Plan Commission meetings as well as 
additional public meetings related to the project..  Proceeds to reference comments of 
note from those meetings.  From the May 22 meeting, she references a statement 
made by Plan commissioners Dawson, Wyand, and Loftus, that “there would be no 
hardship”.  During the 2nd meeting in June, Loftus stated “it is up to the Village to 
do what the people want, and is the rationale for passing it to the Board.”  On July 
14, there was an overflow meeting of residents opposed to the project at West.  On 
page 8, architect Kelly from Wold “we best identified how to limit impact to the hill, 
especially to the mature vegetation…the intent would be for students to be able to 
interact with the vegetation even more.”  Paulus states she discussed with 36 
neighbors and only 5 were aware of the referendum/project. The project is proposed 
to be 4 stories which is as high as the McChesney property.  Plan commission was 
asked if the EC was asked and the answer was that the EC was informed of the 
project.  The architect said that the EC gave approval to remove the trees and that the 
EC said there is no formal process. Chair Truitt clarified that the EC has not been 
consulted in any formal capacity on this project. 
 
There is no formal requirement for this to be brought to the Environmental 
Commission; however, no one on the environmental commission was consulted 
regarding the trees.  Rob Aubrey who is a citizen volunteer and possibly involved with 
the tree inventory, was in attendance at a public meeting.  During this meeting, they 
explained which trees would be lost and additional trees would be impacted as a 
result of the construction.  EC has not been consulted on trees / ribbons tied on 
trees are not as a result of any input from the EC.  While EC has not been asked, EC 
will be giving a list of formal recommendations. 
 
Commissioner Mark Frigo lists two failures.  A massive construction project in this 
town went to the Village without bringing this to the EC.  The second failure was that 
the district hired architects who found out there was no requirement to bring 
anything to EC and therefore didn’t.   
 
Trustee Liaison Bhagwakar stated that the architects followed the steps to complete 
the project and didn’t have to consult with the EC.  Commissioner Miller adds that 
the high school should recognize that they want to be a good neighbor to the rest of 
the village. 
 
Chair Truitt states that 3 recommendations will be submitted to be included with the 
permit: how to care for the property during construction; considerations for the 
building (i.e. bird friendly glass); and post-construction care for the area. 
 

III. ANNOUNCEMENTS 
• None. 

 
IV. APPROVAL OF MINUTES 

• None, June Minutes to be reviewed and approved in September 
 

V. TRUSTEE LIAISON REPORT –  
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• Strategic Plan will be reviewed for the next 5 years in order to provide clarity on 

the Village’s role.   
 

VI. STAFF LIAISON REPORT –  
• Working on fall plantings, getting trees planted and placed for this coming fall, 

additional plants to be planted at volunteer park.  Wanted to celebrate volunteer 
park as a sustainable park, arbor day celebration in “oaktober.”  A number of little 
trees were lost last year than normal due to cicadas.  123 trees planned for fall 
and targeting another 80. 
 

VII. PARK DISTRICT LIAISON’S REPORT –  
• Conservation Dogs Cooperative assisted staff in locating potential bumblebee 

nests at Maryknoll Park. This launches the second phase of our pollinator 
monitoring program. The first phase was butterfly monitoring, which is in its 
second year.  

• The popular Nature Camps have concluded for the summer. These summer camps 
provided children of various ages the opportunity to learn about and explore park 
district natural areas.  

• The District utilized an amphibious harvester to manually remove algae from Lake 
Ellyn ahead of the 4th of the July festivities. 

• Grant-funded buckthorn removal and cattail treatment is near completion at 
Churchill Park. 

• The Native Tree and Shrub sale is now live at https://glen-ellyn-park-
district.square.site/. Pre-orders can be submitted until September 14th. Pickup 
is September 27th from 9-11 a.m. at the Frank Johnson Center. 
 

VIII. CHAIR REPORT 
• Recycling mini recap from Commissioner Kwiatkowsky - 185 cars in 2 hours; 

great success; November 8 for the next mini is already scheduled; 9-11am at COD.  
Feedback on previous mini was there was more reuse than recycling which was 
impactful and different.  Discussion of vendors for next mini- Junkluggers, textile 
collection, perhaps styrofoam recycling, paint recycling?  Not SCARCE unless they 
can collect their own items.  Discussion on whether to invite earthpaint or flatcan.  
Kwiatkowsky will check with vendors and revert back for the September meeting.  
English and Mark Frigo can volunteer.  Truitt and Miller are TBD.  Casazza is 
unavailable.   

• Upcoming recognition of the EC for our 50th year at a Board meeting.  Ted 
Redmond will be presenting at the Board workshop.  Dates TBD and Christy will 
advise. 

 
IX. OLD BUSINESS TOPICS 

• Tree ordinance - Trustee Christiansen will be taking this forward.  Additional 
content will be added in from the Wilmette tree ordinance.  Truitt will connect with 
Commissioner English on the tree ordinance. 

• Strategic Planning Priorities 
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Glenbard West Recommendations Draft of Recommendations for Glenbard 
West Expansion Project 
o Tree Preservation During Construction - for trees marked for preservation 

○ Fencing to drip line 
○ Pre-construction soil treatment to hibernate Oak trees 
○ Restriction of soil changes near drip line for Oak trees 
○ Restriction of addition of soil near Oak trees post-construction  
○ Post-construction soil treatments for Oak trees (multi-step process)  
○ Plan for post-construction mulching (no volcano mulching) or native 

plants within the drip line 
o Post Construction Environment Restoration 

○ Tree replacement recommendations for type, quantity, and location - to 
rebuild total DBH of trees removed and to prioritize oak grove 
restoration 

○ Ongoing budget for tree care with soil treatments and pruning 
○ Arboretum Campus certification 
○ Partnership with The Conservation Foundation for Conservation@School 

collaboration and certification of landscape plans 
o Sustainability in Building Design and Maintenance 

○ Bird-safe glass applications (see Feather Friendly as example from 
Chicago's McCormick Place Lakeside Center) 

○ Dark sky-compliant exterior building and path lighting 
○ Dark sky-compliant exterior visibility of interior nighttime lighting 
○ Light warmth of 2700 or 3000 for interior and exterior lighting 
○ Occupancy timers for lighting and use of daylight for lighting where 

possible 
○ Transition to safe cleaners such as steam cleaning solutions 
○ Organic landscape care to avoid sending pollutants into Lake Ellyn and 

the DuPage River 
○ Concrete vs asphalt surfaces for cool surfaces and to avoid polluting 

water systems 
○ Permeable walkways where possible 

 

Commissioner Frigo asked about the enforcement for the tree preservation during 
construction.  Typically, this is community development.  Concerns about 
mulching and volcano mulching. Truitt and Frigo measured the DBH of trees to be 
removed and are cataloging what will be lost versus what will be maintained.  
Wilmette’s recommendation is greater than 1:1 DBH and increases proportionally 
depending on the size of the trees.  There would be recommendations made on 
where to put the trees given there will not be enough space at West to replace the 
trees. 

Commissioner English asks if it is possible to make it more preferable for the 
school to choose these recommendations.  Commissioner Frigo points out that it 
would behoove Glenbard West to review and adopt recommendations made by the 
EC given the feedback from the community about the addition.   
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Commissioner Casazza asks to add something related to no rubberized walkways 
or synthetic turf added in certain areas, referencing an example that a section of 
synthetic turf was recently installed at Lincoln Elementary without notification to 
the community. 

Commissioner English motions to submit our recommendations to Glenbard west 
as presented today and including amendments added during the meeting.  Frigo 
seconds.  Motion carries unanimously. 

 
X. NEW BUSINESS TOPICS 

• Review Sustainability Assessment priorities 
o GE 1: Increase tree cover, particularly in the priority neighborhoods, over the 

existing tree canopy coverage 
Draft goal: 5% by 2035 and 7.5% by 2040 (equal to an increase of 1.9% and 
2.8% of Village wide land area respectively). 

o GE 2: Increase pollinator supportiveness of lawns by replacing turf with native 
grasses and wildflowers 
Draft goal: achieve a 7% turf replacement (approximately 8 acres annually) 

o GE 3: Reduce heat island effect through “dark” impervious surface coverage 
reduction, particularly in neighborhoods identified with higher heat island 
impacts 
Draft goal: 5% annually (approximately 4.5 acres annually). 

o GE 4: Reduce invasive species and increase climate resilience and biodiversity 
of the Village’s tree canopy, parks and greenspaces. 

Priorities to review each meeting - health and safety (done in June), greenspace 
(Sept), waste management (Oct), water (Nov), transportation, buildings (Jan/Feb), 
 
Commissioner Truitt has specific recommendations for each area.  Discussion 
ensued; commissioners to send any feedback on greenspace by September 9 in 
bcc for each other to review, and come prepared to discuss and vote at the next 
meeting in Sept. 
 
Discussion of upcoming stroll articles; suggestion to do write up on any federal or 
state sustainable incentives for homeowners which are ending soon.  
Commissioner Mark Frigo agrees to write this article. 
 

XI. Next Meeting & Adjournment 
A. The next EC meeting – September 16, 2025  

 
B. Commissioner Frigo motions and Commissioner English seconds the motion to 

adjourn the meeting.  The meeting adjourned at 8:59 pm.   
 

Submitted by Jacquelyn Casazza, Commissioner 
Reviewed by Staff Liaison Hubsky 
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Glen Ellyn Environmental 
Commission 

 535 Duane Street 
 Glen Ellyn, IL 60137 

Meeting 9/16/2025 7:00 PM 
 Department: Public Works - Internal Services 

 Department Head:  
 Category: Discussion Item 

 Prepared By:  

  AGENDA ITEM (ID # 2025-
800) 

DOC ID: 2025-800 
 
 
Strategic Planning Prioriities 
 
Statement of the Issue:          
 

A. Sustainability Action Planning Greenscapes 

B. LAND Stewardship - Cultivate Green Infrastructure and Resilient Landscapes 

1. Sustainable Landscapes 

a. Mayor's Monarch Pledge: Habitat Installation - Chair Truitt/Commissioner Miller 

b. Mayer's Monarch Pledge:Achievement - Commissioner English 

2. Tree Planting and Preservation 

a. Tree Preservation Ordinance - Chair Truitt 

C. WASTE Stewardship - Reduce Landfill Waste 

1. Recycling 

a. November Recycling Mini - Commissioner Kwiatkowsky 

2. Composting 

a. Curbside Composting - Autumn Promotion 
 

D. ENGAGE - Educate & Motivate 

1. Communications 

a. Annual Topics Review 

2. Events and Education 

a. Arbor Day in Oaktober - Chair Truitt 

b. Oaktoberfest - Commissioner Casazza 

c. Trees on Tap - Babcock's Grove Preservation Event with CRTI 

3. Plans and Publications 
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1. Recommendations for Glenbard West Expansion - Chair Truitt/Commissioner Frigo 

2. Sustainability Baseline Assessment – Next Steps 

         
          
Analysis:          
         
          
Budget Impact:          
 
 
Contribution to Strategic Plan 
 
  
Action Requested:          
        
          
Attachments: 
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Glen Ellyn Environmental 
Commission 

 535 Duane Street 
 Glen Ellyn, IL 60137 

Meeting 9/16/2025 7:00 PM 
 Department: Public Works - Internal Services 

 Department Head:  
 Category: Discussion Item 

 Prepared By:  

  AGENDA ITEM (ID # 2025-
801) 

DOC ID: 2025-801 
 
 
Environmental Impacts of Pesticides 
 
Statement of the Issue:          
         
          
Analysis:          
         
          
Budget Impact:          
 
 
Contribution to Strategic Plan 
 
  
Action Requested:          
        
          
Attachments: 
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802) 

DOC ID: 2025-802 
 
 
Review of Building Permit Process 
 
Statement of the Issue:          
         
          
Analysis:          
         
          
Budget Impact:          
 
 
Contribution to Strategic Plan 
 
  
Action Requested:          
        
          
Attachments: 
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DOC ID: 2025-803 
 
 
Review of Tree Preservation Enforcement 
 
Statement of the Issue:          
         
          
Analysis:          
         
          
Budget Impact:          
 
 
Contribution to Strategic Plan 
 
  
Action Requested:          
        
          
Attachments: 
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 Department: Public Works - Internal Services 

 Department Head:  
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804) 
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Governence 
 
Statement of the Issue:          
         
          
Analysis:          
         
          
Budget Impact:          
 
 
Contribution to Strategic Plan 
 
  
Action Requested:          
        
          
Attachments: 
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