
Village of Glen Ellyn  

 
 

Board or 
Commission: 

Historic Preservation                      Date:   May 9, 2024 

Meeting: Regular Called to 

Order: 

 7:04 p.m. 

 
Quorum: No Adjourned:  8:49 p.m. 

 
 

MEMBER ATTENDANCE: 

Penn French Chairman Present 

Nathan Darga Commissioner Present 

John Day Commissioner Present 

Donna Leak Commissioner Present 

Barb Lemme Commissioner Present 

Robert Margetts Commissioner Present 

David Schlembach Commissioner Absent 

   

   

   

   

Also Present:   

   

 Jordan Frahm Associate Planner  

 Jeff Anderson Historical Society  

 Elisa Pollina Recording Secretary  

    

    

Public Present:   

John & Suzanne Kurtz 583 N. Main Street, GE  

   

   

   

 
 

 A.  CALL TO ORDER 

The May 9, 2024 regular meeting of the Historic Preservation Commission was called to 

order by Chairman French at 7:04 PM at the Glen Ellyn Civic Center. 

  

  

Minutes   

  Village of Glen Ellyn   

  Historic Preservation 

Commission 

 

  Regular Meeting   

                May 9, 2024    
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B. PUBLIC COMMENT – None    

 

C. ANNOUNCEMENTS – None 

 

D. APPROVAL OF MINUTES FROM March 20, 2024 & March 21, 2024 MEETINGS 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

E. OLD BUSINESS - None 

 

F. NEW BUSINESS -  

1. 583 N. Main Street Alteration of Landmarked Property – Associate Planner Frahm 

provides background and photos on the alteration stating the home was originally 

constructed in 1889 and exemplifies Queen Anne Victorian architecture. The property 

had once been the home of Major James F. Whittle, a Civil War veteran, and George 

Meacham, a former Village Trustee and descendant of early DuPage County settlers. The 

planned addition to the Kurtz home will consist of the extension of an enclosed porch 

and the relocation of an at-present decorative fireplace. The fireplace will be returned to 

a functioning state and a non-extant chimney rebuilt at an appropriate location down 

the roofline. The addition, although viewable from public right-of-way, is not on the 

ornate front of the building, and planned details like the extension of stonework to the 

enclosed sun porch's design adds consistency to the overall appearance of the home. 

The four added feet to the enclosed porch (approximately 49 square feet) does not add 

drastically to the home's footprint, and this feature of the home has been previously 

altered (i.e. it is not original to the home). 

Frahm states the homeowners are requesting that the Historic Preservation Commission 

review and consider the proposed alteration/addition and the rebuilding of a non-extant 

chimney of a landmarked property and make a determination whether the proposed 

alterations and expansion will or will not have an adverse impact on the landmarked 

home. In reviewing the plans, staff finds that the alteration fits the guidelines for 

recommending approval.   

 

The HPC reviews and discusses the application.     

 

Commissioner Day motions to approve the application of an alteration to landmarked 

property at 583 N. Main Street; Commissioner Lemme seconds the motion.   

 

 

 

 

 

 

MOVE TO APPROVE THE MINUTES OF REGULAR and Special MEETINGS OF 3/20/2024 AND 3/21/2024  

RESULT:  Motion Unanimously Carried 

MOVER:  Commissioner Lemme 

SECONDER: Commissioner Margetts 

 

AYES: 6 

MOVE TO APPROVE THE APPLICATION OF AN ALTERATION TO LANDMARKED PROPERTY AT 583 N. Main 

Street  

RESULT:  Motion Unanimously Carried 

MOVER:  Commissioner Day 

SECONDER: Commissioner Lemme 

AYES: French, Day, Darga, Lemme, Leak, and Margetts 

 

AYES: 
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Associate Planner Frahm states this will now go to the village board for approval. It is 

scheduled to be included on the consent agenda for the May 28 meeting. 

 

2. Annual Historic Preservation Commission Awards 2024 – Associate Planner Frahm 

presents the award nominations to the HPC.  The information provided included the 

submission forms, background on each property, and before and after pictures of the 

properties nominated.  

 

There were seven project nominations received, all for the Remodel of the Year award. 

The nominated properties are: 251 Crest Road, 244 Cumnor Avenue, 712 Essex Court, 

675 Revere Road, 390 Turner Avenue, 791 Willis Street, and 168 Crest Road. 

 

The HPC reviews and discusses the criteria for each category of awards.   

 

The HPC reviewed the award submissions and decided that the application and photos 

for the property at 675 Revere were incomplete. They requested that the property 

reapply for consideration in 2025. They also decided that the properties at 244 Cumnor 

Avenue and 390 Turner Avenue should be considered for the Remodel of the Year 

award. The property at 251 Crest Road should be considered for the Restoration of the 

Year award, while 791 Willis Street should be considered for the Architectural Details 

award. Additionally, the properties at 712 Essex Court and 168 Crest Road should be 

considered for the Streetscape Award. 

 

Commissioner Day motions to award properties 244 Cumnor Avenue as Remodel of the 

Year and 390 Turner Avenue as an honorable mention; 251 Crest Road as Restoration 

of the Year; 791 Willis Street as Architectural Details of the Year, 712 Essex Court and 

168 Crest Road as Streetscape Compatibility Award of the Year; Commission Lemme 

seconds the motion.   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The HPC decides to review the award definitions next year and present their feedback to 

the village board. 

 

  

 

MOVE TO AWARD PROPERTIES 244 Cumnor Avenue as Remodel of the Year and 390 Turner Avenue as an 

honorable mention; 251 Crest Road as Restoration of the Year; 791 Willis Street as Architectural Details 

of the Year, 712 Essex Court and 168 Crest Road as Streetscape Compatibility Award of the Year 

 

RESULT:  Motion Unanimously Carried 

MOVER:  Commissioner Day 

SECONDER: Commissioner Lemme 

 

AYES: French, Day, Darga, Lemme, Leak, and Margetts 
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G. HISTORICAL SOCIETY BUSINESS – Jeff Anderson updates the HPC on the upcoming 

events at the Historical Society: 

Saturday May 11th - Leslie Goddard as Lilly Pulitzer 

Friday May 17th - On the Trail of the Ancient Ones 

Saturday May 25th -Saving Lake Ellyn: The 14 Year Odyssey to Save Lake Ellyn 

Saturday June 1st - 9th Annual Auto Festival 

Mid-June – Antique Market 

 

Anderson mentioned that in September, the Historical Society will host their Fall Kickoff 

Reception, and the HPC is cordially invited and they are welcome to have their 

September meeting at the Historical Society immediately following the reception. 

Chairman French accepts the invitation on behalf of the HPC. 

 

H. CHAIRMAN REPORT – Chairman French mentioned that at the June meeting, the HPC 

will delve into the topic of economic incentives. He has had several discussions with 

Bethany at Hinsdale and is currently summarizing their conversations. He plans to 

share this summary with the HPC in June. 

 

I. VILLAGE BOARD TRUSTEE REPORT – No report 

 

J. STAFF REPORT – No report 

 

K. ADJOURNMENT & NEXT MEETING DATE – Commissioner Leak motions to adjourn 

the meeting and Commission Margetts seconds the motion.  The meeting was adjourned 

at 8:49 p.m.   The next HPC meeting is June 20, 2024 

   

Submitted by Elisa Pollina, Recording Secretary 

Reviewed by Jordan Frahm, Staff Liaison 


