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Minutes
Village of Glen Ellyn

Village Board Special Meeting
Thursday, June 29, 2023

7:00 PM
Glen Ellyn Civic Center, Galligan Board Room

A. Call to Order – 7:05 P.M.

B. Pledge of Allegiance

C. Roll Call

Upon roll call by Deputy Clerk Page, President Senak and Trustees Christiansen, Fasules,
Kalinich, and Thompson answered “Present.” Trustees Gould and Simon and Clerk Cosby
were absent.

Also in attendance: Village Manager Franz, Village Attorney Mathews, Public Works
Director Buckley, Finance Director Noller, Community Development Director Scott, Police
Chief Norton, and Fire Chief Clark.

D. Audience Participation

Katie Reichert, resident, spoke on the subject of affordable housing, and expressed her
feeling that the Board was dismissive of the residents south of Roosevelt Road and their
concerns about the property development. She gave some examples of distasteful
experiences she and her family had when the hotel was still operating. She also expressed her
opinion that more affordable housing is needed in the Village. She also feels that the north
and south sides of Roosevelt Road are treated differently by the Board.

President Senak responded to Ms. Reichert’s concerns.

Katie Johnson, resident, spoke about affordable housing, reiterating Ms. Reichert’s safety
concerns. She stated that she did not believe that low-income families inherently create
problems but feels that the location on Roosevelt Road is not ideal for any residential
development and gave her reasons for this opinion.

President Senak responded to Ms. Johnson’s concerns.

President Senak added an item to the agenda – his first Executive Order. He read the order
into the record, which concerned the Village Attorney reporting directly to the Board instead
of the Village Manager.
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E. Consent Agenda - The following items are considered routine business by the
Village Board and will be approved in a single vote in the form listed below:

RESULTS:          APPROVED [4 to 0]
MOVER:             Trustee Kalinich [Items 1 – 5] with amendment to Item 3
SECONDER:      Trustee Thompson
AYES: Kalinich, Thompson, Fasules, Christiansen
NAYS:

Motion to approve the following items including Payroll and Vouchers totaling
$7,202,984.12. These agenda items have been reviewed by the Management Team and Village
Attorney and are consistent with the Village's purchasing policy (Trustee Kalinich).

1) Total Expenditures (Payroll and Vouchers) - $7,202,984.12
2) Motion to Approve Ordinance 7047-VC, An Ordinance to Amend the Liquor

License Control Code Chapter 19 of Title 3, Section 11 (Classification of Licenses)
Class C-5; and Section 12 (Restrictions on the Number of Licenses) to Increase the
Number of C-5 Liquor Licenses to No More Than Two for Ko-Ze Wine Bar, 484
N. Main Street (Attorney Mathews)

The owners of Ko-Ze Wine Bar thanked the Board for approving the liquor license and
felt that this will contribute to the Village. President Senak felt that the business is a
wonderful addition to the downtown area.

3) Motion to Approve Ordinance 7048-VC, An Ordinance to Amend the Liquor
License Control Code Chapter 19 of Title 3, Section 11 (Classification of Licenses) for
Class A-7 (Attorney Mathews)

Trustee Kalinich asked for an amendment to reference the business Park and Oak
Collected in order to be consistent with Item 2. There was agreement to this
amendment.

4) Motion to Pass Resolution 23-06 to Accept an updated Mutual Air Box Alarm
System Master Agreement (Chief Clark)

President Senak asked Fire Chief Clark for an update on this item. Chief Clark
explained the history of the Mutual Air Box Alarm System Master Agreement
and its benefit. He then explained why it needs to be updated.

5) Motion to authorize the Village Manager to execute a three (3) year contract with
Hampton, Lenzini, and Renwick, Inc., of Elgin, Illinois, for engineering services not to
exceed $133,000.00 annually, subject to Village Attorney review (Community
Development Director Scott) (Trustee Thompson)
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F. Frank Johnson Center (Community Development Director Scott) (Trustee
Thompson)

RESULTS:          APPROVED [4 to 1]
MOVER:             Trustee Thompson
SECONDER:      Trustee Kalinich
AYES:                  Thompson, Kalinich, Fasules, President Senak
NAYS: Christiansen

1) Motion to Approve Ordinance No. 7049, An Ordinance Granting Approval of a
Special Use Permit, Zoning Variations, and Exterior Appearance for the Frank
Johnson Center, located at 490 Kenilworth Avenue

Community Development Director Scott gave background on the proposed special use
permit to address exterior appearance changes to the Frank Johnson Center.

Park District representatives gave a presentation detailing the history of the property
and the proposed changes to the property that would replace the old maintenance
facility.

Trustee Christiansen asked what the total impervious surface will be. The engineering
team addressed this in the presentation. She wanted to confirm that 77% is the
percentage. The reply was that just short of 77% would be impervious.

Trustee Christiansen wanted to know the cost difference of rehabbing the old building
versus demolition and building new. A Park District representative replied about the
viability of the options and the costs associated.

Trustee Christiansen asked what steps will be taken to reduce landfill waste associated
with the tearing down of the building. The architectural/construction team, led by Mark
Price, introduced themselves.  It was suggested that presentation be given and any
outstanding questions would be answered afterwards.

The presentation began with thanks to all involved in the project to this point. The
presentation then continued, going into details of the project covered in the Board’s
packet information, as well as how the new facility will blend in with the existing
residential area. It also included landscaping, parking, and water management.

Trustee Christiansen asked for clarification on the lot coverage percentage.  The team
replied. She then asked for further clarification since the percentage was not consistent
across all sources. A Park District team member replied.

Trustee Christiansen asked for clarification of the tree removal and replanting plan. The
Park District team replied.

Trustee Christiansen asked again about steps that will be taken to reduce landfill waste.
The Park District team replied.
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President Senak said he was happy to see that dark sky compliant lighting is being
planned for the project. He also asked if there had been any discussion about attaining
LEED certification, or following the principles, in general, for the design of the new
facility. The team replied, pointing out energy efficiency measures that have been
incorporated into the design.

President Senak brought up a possible grant for solar panels and asked if panels could
be included in the design. The Park District team replied, yes, adding that the roof lines
are positioned well for solar panels.

Trustee Kalinich noted that she really appreciates moving the vehicle access from
Anthony to Kenilworth. She also liked the parking on Kenilworth for park visitors and
wondered if there would be some sort of signage to let people know the spaces are
available. She also wanted to know how the commercial vehicles would be accessing the
parking lot, with her concern being young children near the park and the truck traffic.
The Park District team replied with details of the access and its design. Trustee Kalinich
suggested signage to let park users know about the potential truck traffic as well.

Trustee Christiansen gave an architectural history of the Center and voiced her concern
that the new structure does not match that architectural design in the area. The amount
of impervious surface concerned her as well.

Trustee Thompson said that the primary concern of residents in the area was the status
of the park, which was cleared up by the Park District, to the residents’ approval. He
also said there was concern raised from the residents about the flooding issues, and that
the Park District addressed this concern and resolved it.

Trustee Thompson added that as far as the architecture, he didn’t think it “didn’t” fit in
but wasn’t sure if it could fit in better.

Trustee Kalinich stated that she likes the design. She felt that the new structure will suit
the Park District’s needs better.  She added that this will enhance the block.

Trustee Kalinich asked about the site in relation to the Scripture Press property,
specifically the trees and preserving them.

G. Special Use Permits for Dish Wireless (Community Development Director Scott)
(Trustee Thompson)

RESULTS:          APPROVED [4 to 1]
MOVER:             Trustee Thompson
SECONDER:      Trustee Fasules
AYES:                  Thompson, Fasules, Kalinich, President Senak
NAYS: Christiansen

1) Motion to Approve Ordinance No. 7050, An Ordinance Granting Approval of a
Special Use Permit to allow the addition of DISH Wireless 5G capable antennas and
support equipment to an existing cellular tower at 415 Taft Avenue
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RESULTS:          APPROVED [4 to 1]
MOVER:             Trustee Thompson
SECONDER:      Trustee Fasules
AYES: Thompson, Fasules, Kalinich, President Senak
NAYS: Christiansen

2) Motion to Approve Ordinance No. 7051, An Ordinance Granting Approval of a
Special Use Permit to allow the addition of DISH Wireless 5G capable antennas and
support equipment to an existing cellular tower at 1102 Hill Avenue

Community Development Director Scott gave a presentation on each location, including
the history of moving the ordinances through the approval process, as well as case law
relevant to the approval requests.

Trustee Christiansen said a couple letters received from DISH and Crown Castle
employees stating that they will comply with all FCC requirements were incomplete, so
she was unclear if all required reports have been completed and are available. The
petitioner’s legal representative replied that all have been completed and that all will
comply with FCC regulations. Trustee Christiansen followed up by asking if the reports
were available to for the Board to review. The petitioner’s legal representative replied
that he believed they were not submitted with the application information and that they
were not required by law. He then went into further detail about the application process.
There was some back and forth on the subject.

Trustee Thompson asked if as their attorney, wouldn’t the advice be to provide the
information a municipality was asking for in order to be more forthcoming. The
petitioner’s legal representative replied.

Trustee Christiansen asked what evidence there was to support DISH’s claim of gaps in
service. The petitioner’s legal representative replied. Trustee Christiansen followed up
with another question about adequate coverage in the Village. Discussion ensued
between all parties and included reasons why the petitioner’s request cannot be denied
and the criteria that is considered in denial/approval.

There was a conclusion reached that the Village has no legal reason to deny the
applications as currently conceived.

Trustee Thompson asked of the petitioner’s representatives: 1) does the application
comply with all Federal law; 2) does it comply with all State of Illinois law; 3) does it
comply with all Village of Glen Ellynn law and code.  The petitioner’s representatives
both replied with the opinions that it does o all three questions.

Trustee Kalinich asked Attorney Mathews, of the two motions, are either one not within
the Board’s jurisdiction to act upon.  Attorney Mathews replied. She then asked if either
motion should be modified in any way. Attorney Mathews replied.

President Senak asked if there are any legal challenges to the FCC guidelines that could
invalidate them.  The petitioner’s representative replied not that he was aware of and
gave some additional insight. President Senak continued the discussion with follow-up
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questions about legal challenges. Debate ensued and included the petitioner’s legal
representative as well.

Kelly North, resident, thanked the Board for their efforts. She then spoke on the health
hazards of 5G, and that they are real. She then gave examples about how unsafe 5G is
for people and asked for a denial of the request. President Senak followed up about one
of the examples she gave, asking if there was any medical testimony given that linked
5G to health issues. Ms. North replied.

Ellen Snelling, resident, wanted to share information on the safety of 5G. Her
comments are attached.

Nancy Perlman, resident, asked for a no vote on the two approval requests. Her
submitted comments are attached.

Angel Oakley, resident, gave her opposing opinion on the 5G motions up for approval.
She questioned the safety of 5G and felt the petitioners need to prove that it is safe,
which they have not.

Patrick Van Tiem, resident, gave his thoughts on 5G and the health concerns involved.
He said he appreciates President Senak’s concern for the safety of the residents of the
Village. He then gave his opinion on the safety issues of 5G and added that he felt the
Board should vote no.

President Senak asked the petitioner’s legal representative, if these proposals are denied,
will his clients sue the Village of Glen Ellyn. The petitioner’s legal representative replied
that he did not know.  President Senak followed up asking if they had sued, or
threatened to sue, other municipalities. The petitioner’s legal representative replied and
added insight about the correct procedure.

President Senak asked the petitioner’s legal representative, if the motions are denied,
does the petitioner have the right to sue the Village of Glen Ellyn.  The petitioner’s legal
representative replied, yes.

Village Manager Franz read into record an electronic comment from Raymond Cesca,
resident, attached.

Village Manager Franz read into record an electronic comment from Jori Kopck,
resident, attached.

Village Manager Franz read into record an electronic comment from Laurie Cooley,
resident, attached.

Village Manager Franz read into record an electronic comment from Heidi Hanson,
resident, attached.

Village Manager Franz read into record an electronic comment from Shannon Cavazos
resident, attached.

Trustee Thompson asked if the Village has the capability to request monitoring of the
antennas in Glen Ellyn, and who monitors the equipment. Attorney Mathews said that
the Village can hire whoever they want to monitor emissions. He talked about the
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Hinsdale settlement agreement and reiterated that the only thing that cannot be used to
deny the two motions being put forward tonight is 5G in general. He added that this is
the only reason, so far, that has been given to deny the motions.

Trustee Thompson wanted to know if there was data about the emissions of the towers,
and if yes, is it available to the Village and how does the Village know that the
information is accurate. Attorney Mathews replied. Discussion ensued.

Trustee Kalinich asked, if the motions are approved and new information is learned at a
later date, does the Board have any ability to reconsider the approval.  Attorney
Mathews replied. Discussion ensued.

Trustee Christiansen asked if the Board could add conditions to the ordinances
stipulating that this in no way allows for 5G small cell technology. Attorney Mathews
replied that cannot be a condition. Discussion ensued.

A resident that had already spoken got up and added additional thoughts on stealth,
unpermitted small cell installations. Attorney Mathews gave his legal opinion.

Trustee Thompson stated that he was not excited about approving or denying the
Special Use permits and felt that the Village Board has no choice but to approve.  He
stated that his priority is to protect the citizens of Glen Ellyn and felt he cannot do that
because the laws do not put him in a position to do so. He felt that drawing the
approval out and getting lawyers involved with lawsuits won’t help.

Trustee Kalinich stated that she will vote for this because she is not sure the health
evidence is compelling but felt more research into the matter is needed. She wondered
what kind of monitoring the Village could consider that isn’t tied to the approval.
President Senak agreed that more research is needed and all agreed that this should be a
proactive activity.

Trustee Fasules reminded everyone of the distinction between this and small cell towers.
And because of the federal regulations on this matter, the Village has no jurisdiction.

Trustee Christiansen was concerned about the information in the packet and the
missing items.  She felt that the FCC does not give the Village a choice and that the
Board still does not have all the information they need.

Before casting his vote, President Senak reiterated that this matter is not about the
safety of 5G, but about macro tower usage within the Village code, and as regulated by
the FCC. He said that the issue will continue to be monitored.

H. Reminders
1) Village Board Special Workshop July 10, 2023 at 7 pm at Glen Ellyn Police

Department Community Room

Trustee Kalinich asked if the Board would get the Housing Assessment in
advance. Village Manager Franz replied.

Trustee Fasules asked about Chief Norton’s update on the 4th of July, specifically
that the Village did not receive enough donations to cover the cost of the parade.
He hoped that the Village will fill that gap. President Senak replied. Discussion
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ensued.

Trustee Christiansen requested an agenda item for the next Board meeting –
to rescind Executive Order 2023-01 concerning the Village Attorney reporting
directly to the Village Board. Trustee Thompson seconded the motion. President
Senak objected. Discussion ensued.

Trustee Kalinich thought that Executive Order 2023-01needed more discussion
and that her objection is based on the fact that coming into tonight’s meeting, she
had no knowledge that it was going to be presented. Trustee Fasules suggested
July 10th as the date for further discussion.

I. Adjourn – 10:05 P.M.

Mover: Trustee Fasules; Second: Trustee Kalinich.  Unanimous vote to adjourn.


































