
 

 
Minutes 

Village of Glen Ellyn 
Glen Ellyn Village Board 

Village Board Meeting  
Monday, September 13, 2021 at 7:00 PM  

Glen Ellyn Civic Center, Galligan Board Room 
 

 

Village of Glen Ellyn 

MEETING TIME: 3:17:22 
Visitors are most welcome to attend all meetings of the Village Board and can find copies of the 
Agenda on their chairs or online at www.glenellyn.org prior to the meeting. Meetings are taped and 
also televised on WideOpenWest Channel 6, AT&T Channel 99, and Comcast Cable Services 
Channel 10. Any individual with a disability requiring a reasonable accommodation in order to 
participate in a meeting should contact The Village of Glen Ellyn ADA Coordinator, 630-469-5000, 
at least five (5) business days in advance of the next scheduled meeting. All matters on the Agenda 
may be discussed, amended, and acted upon.  
 
A. Call to Order  
B. Pledge of Allegiance – led by former Village Trustee, Pete Ladisec 
Invocation  

led by Reverend James Shannon, Peoples Community Church 
 
C. Roll Call  

Upon roll call by Clerk Cosby, President Senak, Trustee Fasules, Trustee Gould, 
Trustee Kalinich, Trustee Christiansen ,Trustee Payne and Trustee Thompson 
answered “Present”.  

 
D. Audience Participation 
President Senak read the statement regarding Public Participation.  The Board then took a moment 
of silence in memory of all who lost their lives due to 9/11.  Lori Burchett from Clarendon Hills 
addressed the Board to comment community, patriotism, and corruption. 
 
The Village Attorney, Gregg Mathews, provided an update to the Village Board regarding the mask 
requirement at School District 41. Attorney Mathews laid out the timeline of discussions between 
the Village and District 41.  The discussions fell under two topics: conduct of Board Meetings and 
potential or actual refusal of attendees to wear a mask in accordance with District 41 policy and 
protesting taking place at the corner of Elm and Mainstreet while children are on their way to 
school.  Attorney Mathews outlined in detail those discussions and related events and renderings to 
the Village Board. 
 
Public Comment: Several members of the community spoke or submitted comment including 
Erika Nelson, Karen Daley, Terry Hurley, Megan Clifford, Elizabeth Greco, Jenny Fischer, Dean 
Fischer, Kim Reid, and Scott Fischer.  They addressed the Board to note issues regarding the 
protesting taking place on the corner of Elm & Mainstreet. These issues and concerns included the 
physical and mental safety of the children on their way to school; safety issues due to the distractions 
to drivers, children, and the crossing guard; the conduct of the protestors including offensive 
comments directed to both children and parents; and the anxiety and stress this creates for the 
students.  
Robert Bruno, President of the District 41 School Board also addressed the Board.  He thanked the 
Village for their support and requested additional discussion towards increased safety measures.   
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Chief Norton addressed the concerns raised and that they will be working on further solutions with 
the School Board Constitutionally they can only do so much.  As such, they are doing what they can 
to provide a safer feeling including adding an extra crossing guard, having a police officer present 
and parking a squad nearby.    The situation was not a constant  
 
The Board asked several questions including: Is malicious intimidation enough to do something? 
Can protestors be designated to protest in a different area than where they are assembling?  Are 
there additional protections for school zones? When an adult is screaming at a child, is there no 
higher legal standard to use for accountability? Is there a way to increase the buffer between 
protestors and children?  
 
Attorney Mathews gave a summary explanation of rulings regarding constitutional rights and the 
caution that should be taken addressing this issue.  District 41 Superintendent, Melissa Kaczkowski, 
related the various actions the District is taking including having staff out to offer escorts to 
students walking alone.   
 
Chief Norton noted that is has not been a constant dangerous scary environment, that they would 
have interjected if threats or intimidation.  He also noted that the protestors have been somewhat 
cooperative, they moved down from the intersection when asked, they were asked to stop talking to 
children and it appears they have. Officers are there to respond if a situation is dangerous or if 
someone’s rights are being violated.  
 
Trustee Kalinich commented that any time a child is being bullied by any other human being 
whether an adult or child that it’s not right and something should be done. She requested she be on 
record as noting that she thinks that it is extreme and very serious.   
 
Additional Public Comment: Mr. Fischer requested the opportunity to speak again, President 
Senak granted the request.  Mr. Fischer voiced concerns regarding the situational presence of the 
Police Department at the protest site, as well as the lack of or delayed response of the Police 
Department to his email.  He requested the Police Department please stand up for them.  
 
Attorney Mathews answered several other questions by the Trustees regarding the Village’s legal 
options and abilities to act within the context of the law.  
 
Manager Franz noted that the Village and the Police Department continues to monitor and evaluate 
the situation and to look at alternatives to ensure the safety of the intersection, to make sure the 
children can get to school safely.  He noted that with the feedback from those involved and on-site 
experience they better understand the situation.  That they’ve taken additional steps and are looking 
at alternatives.  The Village Attorney and District 41 Attorney will be speaking and he will keep the 
Board apprised of the situation.  
 
Additional Public Comment: Amy Crowley addressed the Board to voice her concern noting a 
point of order, asking why the previous discussion wasn’t an official agenda topic.  
 
President Senak thanked all for their comments and noted that the Village will continue to evaluate 
the situation and work with District 41 to find a solution while being respectful of the First 
Amendment rights of the protestors.  He further clarified that is not an unlimited right and the 
predominant consideration is the safety of the children, staff, teachers, and School Board members.  
This consideration is equally as important as the right of the protestors to protest.  The Village will 
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work to strike that balance and reach a workable solution. He commended the Police Department 
for doing a great job on managing a difficult situation and thanked all for attending.   
 
E. Consent Agenda - The following items are considered routine business by the Village Board and 
will be approved in a single vote in the form listed below:  
 
Motion to approve the following Total Expenditures (Payroll and Vouchers) - $2,8885,773.98. These 
agenda items have been reviewed by the Management Team & Village Attorney and are consistent 
with the Village's purchasing policy. (Trustee Christiansen)  

E. Items 1, and 3-5 

RESULT: APPROVED [6 TO 0] 

MOVER: Trustee Christiansen  

SECONDER: Trustee Thompson 

AYES: Fasules, Christiansen, Gould, Kalinich, Payne, Thompson 

ABSENT: None  

 
1) Total Expenditures (Payroll and Vouchers)  $2,885,773.98  
2) Ordinance No. 6899, An Ordinance Granting Approval of a Special Use Permit for a Co-
Working Office with Business Events for The Enclave Located at 535 Pennsylvania Avenue 
(Community Development Director Springer) – item removed from Consent Agenda to allow for 
further discussion.  
3) Ordinance No. 6900, An Ordinance Amending the Budget for the Village of Glen Ellyn for the 
Fiscal Year Ending December 31, 2021, to Increase Funding for Business Awards and for the 
Purchase of Property (Finance Director Coyle)  
4) Ordinance No. 6901VC, An Ordinance to Amend Section 611 (Creation) and Section 612 
(Appointment) of the Village Code Regarding the Position of Commander (Police Chief Norton)  
5) Ordinance No. 6902, An Ordinance Prohibiting the Use of Groundwater as a Potable Water 
Supply by the Installation or Use of Potable Water Supply Wells or by Any Other Method in the 
Vicinity of 418424 North Main Street (Professional Engineer Daubert)  
 
Motion to remove item (2) Ordinance No. 6899 from the Consent Agenda for the opportunity to 
have a discussion 

RESULT: APPROVED [6 TO 0] 

MOVER: Trustee Kalinich  

SECONDER: Trustee Gould 

AYES: Fasules, Christiansen, Gould, Kalinich, Payne, Thompson 

ABSENT: None  

 
Discussion Regarding: Item (2) Ordinance No. 6899, An Ordinance Granting Approval of a Special 
Use Permit for a CoWorking Office with Business Events for The Enclave Located at 535 
Pennsylvania Avenue  
 
The following discussion addressed concerns regarding whether the increase in retail requirement of 
the permit would continue and how it would be monitored. Director Springer explained that the 
reason the applicant is requesting the Special Use Permit is so that they won’t need to meet the 
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minimum standards for the retail use.  If the Social Club and Co-Working space is granted, the retail 
aspect does not to need to be met as all of those uses would be allowed.   
 
A discrepancy in the hours of operation was also noted.  Robert Kellman, owner of the Enclave 
explained the reason for the extended hours on the website as well as the future of the retail 
component. The Board discussed their concerns about giving up the ability to monitor the retail 
portion by granting the Special Use Permit.  Mr. Kellman conveyed his commitment to building the 
retail component.  
 
Motion to approve Ordinance No. 6899 An Ordinance Granting Approval of a Special Use Permit 
for a CoWorking Office with Business Events for The Enclave Located at 535 Pennsylvania Avenue 

RESULT: APPROVED [4 TO 2] 

MOVER: Trustee Christiansen 

SECONDER: Trustee Thompson 

AYES: Trustees Thompson, Fasules,  Kalinich, Payne 

NAYES:  Trustees Christiansen, Gould 

ABSENT: None  

 
F. 2012 and 2015 Bond Refunding (Presented by Finance Director Coyle) (Trustee Payne)  
 
Motion to Approve Ordinance No. 6904, An Ordinance Providing for the Issuance of Not to 
Exceed $3,000,000 General Obligation Refunding Bonds, Series 2021A, and Not to Exceed 
$10,000,000 Taxable General Obligation Refunding Bonds, Series 2021B, of the Village, Authorizing 
the Execution of Bond Orders in Connection Therewith, Providing for the Levy and Collection of a 
Direct Annual Tax for the Payment of the Principal of and Interest on the Bonds, Providing for the 
Execution of an Escrow Agreement in Connection with Such Issuance and Authorizing the Sale of 
the Bonds to the Purchaser Thereof 

RESULT: APPROVED [6 TO 0] 

MOVER: Trustee Fasules 

SECONDER: Trustee Thompson 

AYES: Fasules, Christiansen, Gould, Kalinich, Payne, Thompson 

ABSENT: None  

 
 
G. Recreational Cannabis (Presented by Village Manager Franz) (Trustee Thompson)  
1) Motion to Approve Ordinance No. 6903VC, An Ordinance Amending the Zoning Code of 
the Village of Glen Ellyn to Prohibit Cannabis Business  
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RESULT: APPROVED [4 TO 2] 

MOVER: Trustee Thompson 

SECONDER: Trustee Kalinich 

AYES: Thompson, Kalinich, Gould, Payne 

NAYES:  Christiansen, Fasules 

ABSENT: None  

 
Manager Franz detailed the timeline and key steps regarding allowing Recreational Cannabis 
Dispensaries in the Village of Glen Ellyn.  Manager Franz noted that the first issue the Board should 
address is whether or not to allow dispensaries.   
 
Public Comment: Clerk Crosby noted that prior to 4:30 p.m. the Village received 27 comments 
and 5 were for allowing and 22 were against allowing dispensaries. The public comments will be 
attached to the minutes and included in the public record.  
Lawrence Wadler approached the Board to relate his support of allowing a dispensary. He noted the 
restrictive sanctions in place regarding legal cannabis. Gilda Ross read a letter submitted by Dr. 
David Larson urging the Board to vote no to allow a cannabis establishment citing the negative 
effects on young adults. J.B. Bletsas, a recent Glenbard West High School graduate spoke 
representing the youth of Glen Ellyn.  He encouraged the Board to vote to opt out of allowing a 
cannabis dispensary.  Pete Ladesic addressed the Board urging them to stand against the state and 
vote no. Amy Crowley spoke on behalf of youth protection and requested the Board vote no. Dirk 
Andringa spoke about reasons not to support the change in the zoning code to allow cannabis 
dispensaries including buffers, advertising, and youth protection. Jason Fues presented data to the 
Board regarding the demographics of the area where a dispensary may be located.  This data 
included comparisons of immigration, race, income, percentage of residents living below the poverty 
level and spoke against allowing the dispensary. David Hartsell noted that allowing the dispensary is 
a safety issue. He affirmed his stance that he is firmly against allowing a dispensary in Glen Ellyn. He 
read a list of community leaders who are also opposed to allowing a cannabis dispensary in the 
Village.  Kathy Cornell addressed the Board and noted she leaned towards voting no, but should the 
Board vote yes, she requested that buffers and serious restrictions be put in place. David Madio also 
approached the Board to speak against allowing a dispensary in town.  
Linda Samuta wrote in to express that she is against allowing a dispensary.  Kimberley and Tim 
Mienhart also wrote in to note that they oppose allowing a dispensary. Adam Waehner spoke via 
Zoom to the Board and urged them to  vote  in-line with the majority result of the referendum vote 
and approve the sale of recreational cannabis within the Village’s limits and agreed that only one 
dispensary should be allowed. It was noted that the referendum was advisory only.  
  
H. 2022 Capital Budget (Presented by Professional Engineer Daubert) (Discussion Only)  
1) Professional Engineer Daubert will present the 2022 Capital Budget.  
  

RESULT: Discussion Only  

Engineer Daubert gave a presentation summarizing the Capital Budget for the calendar year 2022. 
The Capital Plan Overview included a summary of Capital Projects, Water Projects, Sewer Projects, 
and Parking Projects. Engineer Daubert also discussed 2022 Major Roadway Projects, Water/Sewer 
Projects, and Engineering Projects, as well as miscellaneous initiatives and expenditures budgeted 
for in the coming year.  
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President Senak remarked that in the future they may want to consider hiring a full-time grant writer 
for the Village.  
 
I. Reminders  
1) A Village Board Workshop is scheduled for Monday, September 20, 2021 at 7:00 p.m. 
2) A Village Board Meeting is scheduled for Monday, September 27, 2021 at 7:00 p.m.  
 
J. Other Business  
 
Executive Session did not take place, instead the Board made a motion to adjourn.  
K. Motion to adjourn  

RESULT: APPROVED [6 TO 0] 

MOVER: Trustee Thompson 

SECONDER: Trustee Gould 

AYES: Christiansen, Fasules, Gould, Kalinich, Payne, Thompson  

ABSENT: None  

 
 
Respectfully submitted by Sandy Bakalich, Recording Secretary 

 
















































































































