
Agenda
Village of Glen Ellyn

Environmental Commission
Tuesday, October 20, 2020

7:00 PM
Glen Ellyn Civic Center, Galligan Board Room

and Via Zoom 

Village of Glen Ellyn

This meeting will be conducted by audio and video conference without a physically present 
quorum of the Commission because of a disaster declaration related to COVID­19 and public 
health concerns affecting the Village of Glen Ellyn. The Illinois General Assembly passed Senate 
Bill 2135 on May 23, 2020, which was signed by the Governor on June 12, 2020. Senate Bill 
2135 (now Public Act 1010640) amends the Open Meetings Act and allows the Village Board 
and Commissions to participate electronically in Board and Commission meetings when it is not 
feasible due to a disaster such as COVID­19. The Village President has determined that an in 
person meeting at the Civic Center is not practical or prudent because of the disaster. Physical 
attendance at the Civic Center by the public is also not feasible because of the disaster. The 
Finance Director will be in attendance at the Civic Center in compliance with the Act. 

To participate in the meeting at the appointed date and time, please click the link below to join 
the webinar:
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/83179808217?pwd=THlIczhwL0xPSVdJYzFHbXlndDgzZz09
Passcode: 852217
Telephone:
    Dial(for higher quality, dial a number based on your current location):
        US: +1 312 626 6799  or +1 646 558 8656  or +1 301 715 8592  or +1 253 215 8782  or 
+1 346 248 7799  or +1 669 900 9128 
Webinar ID: 831 7980 8217
Passcode: 852217

A.  Call to Order 
B.  Public Participation 
  1)  Dark Sky Presentation by Adam Kreuzer 
C.  Minute Approval 
  1)  Regular Meeting Minutes ­ September 15, 2020 
D.  Announcements 
E.  Trustee Liaison's Report 
F.  Staff Liaison's Report 
G.  Commission Discussion and Reports 
  1)  Tree Preservation Plan Discussion 
  2)  Discuss Greenest Region Compact Initiatives 
  3)  Report on Recycling Marketing 
  4)  Report on Arts Initiatives 
  5)  Report on Park District Initiatives 
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H.  Next Meeting Date & Adjournment 
  1)  The next Environmental Commission Meeting is planned for November 17, 

2020 at 7:00pm. 
  2)  Adjournment 
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Dear Chairperson Truitt, 

First, on behalf of the International Dark-Sky Association (IDA), thank you for the invitation to chat with 
the Glen Ellyn Environmental Commission. The IDA very much appreciates the opportunity to discuss with 
the Commission Artificial Light at Night (ALAN), the significant consequences of ALAN and what 
municipalities and its residents can do to address the consequences of ALAN. Fortunately, unlike most 
forms of pollution, with a little education and better, affordable outdoor lighting design, ALAN is an easy 
fix. 

For the most part, the many, significant consequences of ALAN arise from blue light emitted from outdoor 
LED lights that are not properly shielded. (The Promise and Challenge of LED Lighting: A Practical Guide, 
is attached.) While LEDs should be used in and outdoors, LEDs that have a Kelvin score greater than 3000K 
should never be used outdoors. Currently, 2700K LEDs with lumens at not more than 450 (40 watts) are 
preferred. These bulbs remove most of the blue light that harm humans and our wildlife friends.  Also, 
IDA encourages municipalities and their residents to use fewer outdoors lights. For lights that must remain 
on during the night for security reasons or otherwise, IDA prefers that the LEDs be on a timer or a dimmer.  

Most importantly, ALL outdoor lights must be properly shielded. Outdoor fixtures that properly shield 
light down to the ground are readily available to our municipalities and its residents. Properly shielded 
fixtures are more attractive than fixtures that do not shield the light to the ground and are very affordable. 
For residents, the fixtures can be found on IDA’s website and at all local hardware stores, including Home 
Depot and Menards. Fixtures that do not shield light to the ground cause light trespass, glare and skyglow.  

In the past, the Commission has stated recommendations to Public Works regarding proper outdoor LED 
lights and fixtures. Unfortunately, at some locations, the Village has installed LEDs that exceed 3000K and 
the Village continues to keep lighted the un-shielded tops of its otherwise Dark-Sky compliant fixtures 
within CBD. The Village has yet to consider an ordinance to address improper outdoor lighting. Certainly, 
the Village should consider addressing outdoor lighting with developers and builders when confronted 
with new commercial and residential construction.  

Lastly, please recall that this year the Commission submitted for publication for the Spring Newsletter a 
guide on ALAN and how to address it. The Village published the Commission’s guidelines. Moving forward, 
there may be additional opportunities to educate the Village’s residents about ALAN, its consequences 
and how to best resolve outdoor artificial light at night. 

Again, thanks! 

 

 

Adam Kreuzer, International Dark-Sky Delegate, www.darksky.org 

 

Page 3 of 12



Page 4 of 12



Page 5 of 12



Page 6 of 12



Page 7 of 12



 

ENVIRONMENTAL COMMISSION 

 MINUTES 

SEPTEMBER 15, 2020 

Board or 
Commission: 

Environmental 
 

Date: September 15, 2020 

Meeting: Regular Called to  
Order: 

         7:04 p.m. 
 

Quorum: Yes Adjourned:          9:18 p.m. 
 

 

MEMBER ATTENDANCE: 

Christie Truitt Chairman Present 

Jeff D. Abeln Commissioner Present 

Todd Birman Commissioner Present 

Jacquelyn Casazza Commissioner Present 

David Meehan Commissioner Present 

Jennifer E. Umlauf Commissioner Present 

   

   

   

   

   

Also Present:   

Christina Coyle Finance Director Staff Liaison Present 

Craig Pryde Liaison Trustee Present 

Elijah Bebora Staff Intern Absent 

Elisa Pollina Recording Secretary Present 

   

   

   

   

PUBLIC   

   

   

   

   

 
  

I. CALL TO ORDER 

The September 15, 2020 regular meeting of the Environmental Commission was called to 

order by Chairman Truitt at 7:04 PM at the Glen Ellyn Civic Center via Zoom Call.      

 

II. PUBLIC PARTICIPATION – None.   
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III. APPROVAL OF MINUTES FROM AUGUST 18, 2020 MEETING 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

IV. ANNOUNCEMENTS  

A. Chairman Truitt welcomes new commissioner Todd Birman to the Environmental 

Commission.  Commissioner Birman states he is a 4-1/2 year Glen Ellyn resident.  

His work experience is in transportation and logistics and works on a lot of 

sustainability issues.  He is excited to be a part of the Environmental Commission.      

 

V. COMMISSION DISCUSSION AND REPORTS 

 

A. Discuss Greenest Region Compact Initiatives: Chairman Truitt reports that we 

received the GRC framework from Director Coyle highlighting what the Village 

currently is doing.  She thanks Director Coyle for her work on this.  She asks the EC 

if there are any areas in this document we would like to focus on.  The following are 

the items the EC has agreed to consider prioritizing:  

Climate 

C9- Discourage the use of high-emitting small engines, such as for landscaping 

C16-Educate the public about climate change 

C17- Participate in Cool Communities 

C18- Inform the community about air quality index and air pollution action days 

Economic Development 

ED7- Recognize and support businesses who practice and promote sustainability 

ED9- Create and promote a community brand featuring natural resources or cultural characteristics of 

community 

ED10- Promote tourism featuring natural and cultural assets of the community 

Energy 

E13- Support the adoption of renewable energy technologies in the community 

E25- Facilitate the adoption of renewable energy technologies (i.e. solar, geothermal) by adapting 

building and zoning codes 

E29- Negotiate franchise agreement with utilities to exercise lump sum payment option to finance 

clean energy. 

E30- Partner with electric and gas utilities to promote energy efficiency programs to the community 

E32- Publicly recognize institutional and private buildings that achieve a specific energy efficiency 

targets 

Land 

L4- Encourage conservation design to protect natural resources 

L5- Promote Sustainable Sites Certification for commercial and institutional landscapes 

L10- Conserve key natural assets and open space 

L11- Guide future development to conserve natural topography, views, drainage patterns, existing 

MOVE TO APPROVE MINUTES OF REGULAR MEETING FROM 8/18/2020 

RESULT:  Motion unanimously carried 

MOVER:  Commissioner Umlauf 

SECONDER:  Commissioner Casazza 
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vegetation, and historic or cultural assets 

L14- Manage public and private landscapes to optimize ecosystem services and support biodiversty 

L14B- >Monitor and control invasive species in natural areas and throughout the community 

L18- Enhance parks, open space, and recreational opportunities accessible to all residents 

L20- Conduct a community wide urban tree canopy assessment or collaborate on a regional study 

L23- Maintain the health and integrity of existing trees 

L28- Optimize tree planting and protect existing trees for maximum carbon storage/sequestration and 

energy savings 

L29- Manage traditional, cultivated landscapes sustainably 

L32B- Adopt codes and incentives that guide sustainable development that maximizes social benefits 

and minimizes infrastructure demands 

L38- Engage the community in programs and special events to celebrate nature, such as Arbor Day 

and Earth Day 

L42- Encourage beautiful, sustainable landscaping on private property 

Leadership 

L6- Advocate for state policies and investment that support municipal advances in sustainability 

L9- Partner with other local governments to achieve efficiency and sustainability 

Mobility 

M5- Provide bicycle parking at municipal facilities, business districts and transit stations and in 

neighborhoods 

M24- Designate no idling zones at schools, transit stations etc. 

M37- Educate the community on the negative impacts of car idling 

Municipal Operations 

MO3- Leverage state/federal and private grants and resources to advance sustainability 

MO11- Manage special events sustainably 

Sustainable Communities 

SC32- Enact policies to preserve dark skies 

SC42- Develop/ distribute a green building manual 

SC52- Promote green building practices to residents, businesses and developers 

Waste and Recycle 

WR5- Support exchange of goods and services among residents (i.e. Rummage Sale, Sporting Goods 

Swap) 

WR8- Make public events "zero waste" 

WR13- Collaborate to Support proper disposal 

WR14- Collaborate to provide recycling service for items not suitable for curbside pickup e.g. clothing, 

shoes, Christmas 

WR16- Require commercial & multi-family recycling 

WR17- Establish a construction & demolition recycling policy 

WR24- Organize a community wide clean-up day 

Water 

W9B-Resolve to eliminate unnecessary landscape pesticides and fertilizer use on municipal property 

W23B- >Install and maintain bioswales, filter strips, trees, rain gardens, and other functional 

landscapes 

W24- Encourage residents and businesses to adopt green infrastructure practices 

W34- Incorporate conservation practices into new development guidelines and incentives 

W53- Promote tap water over bottled water 
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Chairman Truitt adds we now have our list of items we want to consider.  We want to 

continue to educate across several of these items/categories.  The goal now is for the 

EC to vote on priorities and have members of the EC choose an item to champion.  

We will vote on these items at our next EC meeting.  Commissioner Casazza adds 

perhaps we could look at what items other communities are working on that we 

should be doing.  She adds, she will look into this. Chairman Truitt adds we will talk 

about the Tree Perseveration Policy at our next meeting. Next month Adam Kreuzer 

will come to discuss Dark Skies.    

 

B. Recycling Marketing – Commissioner Casazza reports for the social media 

campaign she received a list from Meghan on what topics had been done in the past. 

Some of the topics include:  getting household recyclables in the right place and 

specialty recycling items.  She will meet with Elijah and Meghan to finalize the first 

campaign.    

 

C. Arts Initiatives: Finance Director Coyle reports that we are still finalizing an 

agreement with COD to partner with Glen Ellyn on an art initiative.  The Village 

Board approved a mural on the wall by Olive & Vinnie’s.   

 

Commissioner Umlauf reports she just found out there is an untapped grant through 

the Glen Ellyn fund for an art & environment initiative.  The grant is for $12,000.  

The application must be submitted by this Wednesday.  Director Coyle asks 

Commissioner Umlauf to send her the information on the grant.   

 

D. Park District Initiatives: Chairman Truitt reports that orders are due Friday 

September 18th for the Native Tree and Shrub Sale.  

      

VI. Trustee Liaison Report – Trustee Pryde reports the board continues to have 

discussions surrounding the closure of main street parking and the civic center 

parking lot construction.  We are working on alternate parking and are keeping 

businesses up to date.  We hope to get these projects finished by next summer in 

time for the Frida Kahlo exhibit.  Construction to begin at the corners of Main & 

Crescent and Main & Pennsylvania; to install 3 options of streetscape mockups that 

we are considering for our 2022 CBD Streetscape project.  We will be looking for 

public feedback on these mockups. Commissioner Casazza asks if any of the 

streetscape elements will be done during the Apex construction.  Trustee Pryde 

replies yes. Those elements that need to be done near Apex, Apex will do to our 

specifications.  We would not have to redo those areas when we start the CBD 

streetscape.   Commission Casazza asks if the village will be offering valet parking 

this winter.  Director Coyle replies we are going to try to offer valet parking.  We were 

also considering trollies but that might not be possible due to COVID.  We are 

encouraging customer parking behind Einstein Bagels, as well as the parking lots on 

Duane & Glenwood and Forest & Hillside.  The Prairie Path lot behind U.S. bank is 

for employee parking.  Please get the word out for these parking alternatives.     

 

VII. Staff Liaison Report – Director Coyle reports we are focusing on helping businesses.  

The tent for outdoor dining will remain up until Nov 2nd.  We are in the process of 
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recruiting an Assistant Village Manager.  Chairman Truitt asks what the timeline is 

on upcoming projects/events.  Director Coyle replies parking garage to be completed 

April 2021, Frida Kahlo June-August 2021, Streetscape Project to begin 2022.              

 

VIII. Next Meeting & Adjournment 

A. The next EC meeting will be held on October 20, 2020. 

 

B. Commissioner Casazza motions and Commissioner Meehan seconds the motion 

to adjourn the meeting.  The meeting was adjourned at 9:18 pm.   

 

  

Submitted by Elisa Pollina, Recording Secretary 

Reviewed by Staff Liaison, Coyle 
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